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Robert Harvey out from her life, and 
thU fetched him 04 vividtly before her! 

® ut . ** Iila3< then we two 

3 t har<j^ r ** rUi * ha11 pro *P er « hand In 

Those were the'irdrds from Stephen 
Phillips’ ’WCarpesna” which Harvey 
had been wont to set to that music, say- 
los. “They seem to be made for each 
other—Just like you and L sweetheart" 
How ever in tins world had ahe r»sd e 
herself able to give him apt it waa 
her caned lov# of luxury, aha told her- 
■df, and what wo aid luxury profit her 
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down the aJsJs and took the teat indi¬ 
cated by the usher with serene note 
liar sea fk mas^wrttk mpfcfi bhi»- 
uebes And flsshy diamond etude fol¬ 
lowed astentatioosly. Ha eat down, 
meet to the annoyance of the party 
directly behind, after unduly pompous 
delay. Ostentation and pomposity were 
In Mr. Smart'* tine. 

Mechanically the girt drew oat her 
opera glasses from their bag, bat tee 
did not dm them. Instead, with a lit¬ 
tle sigh of content, ahe leaned back 
against her wrap, a gorgeous thing, 
ermine lined, belonging to her- aunt, 
which she had been coaxed Into wear¬ 
ing. The lights of the house were low, 
and as she leaned for a second, a bil¬ 
lowy mass of chiffon and lace against 
the ermine, her heavily lashed eyelids 
half closed, and she smiled faintly. 

Ah, it was so good-to be faultlessly 
dressed from the top of her bead to 
the tip of her shoe all at once—just 
once sure of herself all a round 1 Not 
as It had always been with her down 
in dear old Kentucky—a gown achieved 
just as her hat was going oat of fash¬ 
ion, a new Arrap when her evening 
•dres se s were beginning to look a bit 
worn, boots a little shabby Just as ahe 
was able to get fresh gloves and rstL 
Her eye fell on the billowy blouse of 
hsr bodice. .How all her life she had 
loved lace—real, cobwebby tacef And 
ermine to nestle against—the lordly 
“feel of the thing I” 

Well, now she was In the way to 
have It all. This month’s visit with 
her aunt li^New York had been fecund 
In results^DaDces and dinners, sup¬ 
pers. theater parties, had filled the 
hurrying days and nights, but still, 
with her aunt’s worldly insistence, she 
had found time to engage herself to 
the man beside her. “Capital, my 
dear!” her aunt had said when she heard 
the news, kissing her lightly on the 
cheek. “You see, Alberta, I knew what 
I was doing when I »nt for you to 
come up from that poverty stricken 
Kentucky, and you had only to oome 
"to conquer. Of coarse Mr. Smart isn’t 
•exactly a paragon of leanty. and he’s 
a Wt ’new,’ but think of his cool little 
million, his yacht, his hones, bis splen¬ 
did motor and all that sort of thing. 
Oh, f 0 bd proud of you yet, my poor 
little southern niece!" . 

"Beastly stupid play!” broke in upon 
Alberta’s reverie.’ Mr. Kmart spoke In 
a voice a trifle louder than conven¬ 
tional good form allows. 

The girl lifted her eyebrows slightly 
and then nodded her head in indiffer¬ 
ent acquiescence. As a matter of fact, 
she hadn’t noticed a single bit\>f "busi¬ 
ness’’ on the boards nor beard a single 
line. Now, however, she raised her 
glasses. It gave her right hand some 
occupation. It had been lying peril¬ 
ously close to his, ahe observed. 

During the second act the man fidg¬ 
eted more than ever. "Come,” he said 
finally; "don’t let’s waste any more 
time on such twiddle twaddle. It's 
weak tommy ret. We’ll run up-and or¬ 
der our supper instead.” 
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western enterprise, finished the sen¬ 
tence for herself. 

“I came on him unexpectedly, and 
what d’ye think lie was doing? Lean¬ 
ing over the rail and looking at a pic¬ 
ture In his watch. ‘Ah-ha, Mr. Har- 
veyl* I cried. Ton're caught at last! 
Will you let m# see her picture?' *In 
a few moments I’ll show yon the 
statue of Liberty instead,’ said be, 
closing hi* watch softly and unstrap¬ 
ping his field glasses. And, would you 
believe It, the winning sweetness of his 
smile took all the sting out of his re¬ 
fusal.- * 

“Why don't you strike for him, 
Maude, and cot the Louhrvffle girl 
oat?” came a laughing poser. “Or 
wasn't he looking for a rich wife?” 

“Don’t know. Pm sure,” 'was the re¬ 
sponse. "But anyhow he’s not rich. 
Got the information from his chum 
coming over—the one who’s going to 
take us to the Union League reception 
tomorrow. He owns some sort of a 
plantation in Kentucky, however, and 
people there call him le grand seigneur 
'canse he's considered so exclusive. It 
appears Mr. Harvey In his aristocratic 
poverty had a horror of the neuveaux 
riches.” She sniffed daintily and gig¬ 
gled. / 

The lights went down, the orchestra 
stopped playing, and the curtain went 
up on the third act 1 , > 

Presently, haring had one glass of 
whisky and soda toe much,. Smart 
carpe back. He looked at AJberta 
closely with a look before which she 
suddenly shrank. She'd seen it focused 
ere this on many things—bis automo¬ 
bile, his diamonds, his horses — but 
never wholly on herself. That glance 
of possession shot through her nerves 
with a sickening humiliation. 

“You'll loosen the stone in your ring 
if you keep turning It round like that,” 
said Smart In a blurred whisper. "An’ 
that sort of diamond ain’t stumbled 
against every day, let me tell you.” 

At the close of the third act al¬ 
though there was still the fourth to be 
played. Alberta turned to her compan¬ 
ion. 

"We’ll go now,” she said simply. 
But ~s be helped her on with her wrap 
he wondered at the strange, soft illu¬ 
mination of her face. It was an Illu¬ 
mination he Lad never seen before, an 
inomination In which he knew Instinc¬ 
tively he h#d novpait 

When Smart having got hi a hat and 
coat Joined her in the lobby And was 
about to call for a cab, one of tbe girl’s 
hands went oat te his reedy arm, but 
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Bat • girt with ■ an ermine cloak 
thrown over the back of ber chair waa 
leaning forward, her elbows resting on 
her knees, ber chin in the cup of her 
two hands. Her eyes were strangely 
wistful as she watched the players on 
the stage. 

Ho,” the whispered oddly wrthout 
turning to Smart; “I like It Let’s 
stay." 

Twas a simple enough tittle scene 
that she watched; a homely enough 
setting, too—a lane hedged with wHd 
roses and bonejsuekfe, at on# end of 
which stood a white cottage, sunny In 
•the tight of early morning.-Just out¬ 
side, by the hollyhock bushes, was a 
man fair and strong, looking like a 
young god in his splendid strength. He 
was catching up a child playfully and 
holding It high in the air. as Is the way 
with proud fathers. Then out of the 
cottage, rosy, smiling, came a girlish 
flgujp with her sleeves rolled up and 
an apron on, to say goodby to her lord 
before he went to his day's labor. The 
sire kissed his child and set him down, 
patting the curly head. Then he drew 

Goodby, and God 
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lng tightly A boat tbs Jewel, Smart 
gaxed with amassment st her strange 
smile. *rn explain to you as we walk 
"along. No; not a cab. I prefer to 
walk. It isn’t far to aun tiers.” She 
would no! suffer hla proximity, how¬ 
ever brief/in a carriage. 

“Have yon fan# mad?” he demand 
ed. putting the bauble securely in his 
wallet, "Of all idiotic nonsense! And, 
besides, you’re npt dressed for walk¬ 
ing” 

"Oh, what does a little thing like 
that matter?” cried she, with almost a 
child’s fresh Joy In her voice. “Noth¬ 
ing matters now but .the big things.” 
And, gathering up her skirts, she add¬ 
ed, half to berself, with a queer little 
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Cortland* Street la 1861. 
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thrill: “Fa going home tomorrow! I’m 
going home to Louisville tomorrow!” 


the woman to him. 
bless you, dear, till I come borne to¬ 
night.'' be said In a voice softened with 
^swvspmctt.' 

There were actual tears in Alberta's 
wyes. Homely as was the setting sim¬ 
ple as was the scene, it had brought to 
her a revelation. After all, that was 
the real sum of life, was It not dear 
^God—love cni a home and a clear, on- 
[ bartered conscience? 

“Well, if you still want to stay, I’m 
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'Smart laughed unctuously, laying his 
heavy hand on hers as the curtain 
•dropped on the second act “You don’t 
seem up to conversation tonight. I 
might as well have taken your aunt out 
K—old lady's a corker when talk’s scarce! 
If I'm not back by the time the cur- 

f taln goes up don’t get frightened. I’ll 
be here before the bloomin' thing’s 
over.” 

As he was turning out in the aisle un¬ 
consciously even to herself Alberta’s 
eyee swept him from head to foot— 
shambling physique, obtrusive Jewels 
and all. She shuddered Involuntarily, 
pressing his ring which she wore rath¬ 
er sharply into her flesh. 

Oh, if oejy the orche st ra would play 
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